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in the landlords a small and faithful garrison of Unionists,
persistent in their loyalty to Great Britain, who had
retained their love for England in the most difficult times,
and who now were being despoiled by those upon whom
they had relied as friends. He could see no hope in a policy
which he regarded as a surrender to crime and lawlessness :
and, after his upbringing and experience, who could blame
him for this view ? He complained that Englishmen would
regard the Irish question in the abstract, instead of in the
concrete. What was the reality of the situation ? He knew
only too well.
However, the Irish landlord had suffered greatly : he was
now called upon, even with his compensation, to make
further sacrifices, and the irony of the situation was that the
Conservative Party, in opposition a year before, had ex-
ploited to the full his grievances. Carson had been appointed
the leading spokesman of the Conservative and Unionist
Parties on Morley's Committee on the Irish Land. He knew
the distress of the Irish landlords from long experience, and
all he said came from his heart, and was spoken with the
full assent of the Conservative leaders. Finally, seeing that
his amendments were not being considered seriously, he
withdrew, on his leaders' advice, with the whole Conserva-
tive representation. Morley was left alone with his friends
to draw up his report; and it was this report which actu-
ally became the basis of Gerald Balfour's Land Act.
This was too much for Carson : no political or personal
allegiance could make him blow hot and cold on the same
question within the year. Had the Conservative Party not
made use of him and his convictions for the purposes of ob-
struction against Gladstonian Government so shortly be-
fore, they might with greater justice have demanded sub-
mission from him, but for him to have to acquiesce now
would have been a confession that the Conservative Party
had used him as a tool. It is the accustomed fate of lawyers
to be used and considered as tools by politicians, but Carson
was not willing to join that goodly company of catspaws, and
at once entered the fray against his old chief. Indeed, it
would have been more decent, in view of their adoption of